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Final Celebrate Pro Bono push
Events continue across the state as the TBA's Celebrate Pro Bono
Month pushes into its final week. There is still time to get involved
though! The following events are scheduled for the next few days. Get
more details, including locations, times and contact information on the
Celebrate Pro Bono website.

Friday, Oct. 29
• Knoxville -- Legal Advice Clinic at the Family Justice Center.
Volunteer shifts are available from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to
2 p.m.
• Knoxville -- LawTalk Public Education Series at the O'Connor Senior
Center from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Topics include wills, estate planning
and legal protections for the elderly.

Saturday, Oct. 30
• Chattanooga -- Legal Advice Clinic at the Brainerd Recreation Center
from 8 a.m. to noon.
• Cookeville -- Wills for Heroes Clinic at Tennessee Tech University
School of Nursing from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
• Knoxville -- Legal Advice Clinic at the Knox County Public Defender's
Community Law Office. Volunteer shifts are available from 9 to 11:30
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
• Knoxville -- LawTalk Public Education Series at Fellowship Church
from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Topics include wills, estate planning and
legal protections for the elderly.

Special YLD membership meeting called
YLD President Tasha Blakney has announced a specially called meeting
of the Young Lawyers Division membership on Saturday, Jan. 22, to
consider several amendments to the YLD Bylaws. Read the
amendments or learn more about the proposed changes here. Make
plans now to be in Nashville on Saturday afternoon to take part in this
important endeavor. For questions about the amendments or the
amending process, please contact YLD Vice President and Long Range
Planning Committee Chair David Veile at dveile@lowerylaw.com.

New program launched for law students
The TBA YLD this week launched an exciting new program for law
students in their second, third or fourth years of study. The Diversity
Leadership Institute, an initiative of YLD President Tasha Blakney, is
currently accepting applications for its inaugural class, which will get
underway in January. Students who participate will spend six months
learning leadership skills, working with an attorney mentor and
participating in public service and legal education programs. Applicants
must be TBA student members and must commit to attend the
opening session of the program on Jan. 21-22 and the graduation
ceremony on June 17, 2011. To apply, students should complete the
program application, choose three of eight essay questions to answer
and submit a current resume. Class members will be selected by the
first week of December. Learn more about the program or download
an application

Attorneys interested in helping plan programming for the institute or
serving as a mentor to a law student should contact Ahsaki Baptist at
abaptist@wyattfirm.com or Blair Bennington Cannon at
blairinchatt@yahoo.com.
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Award winners announced
The YLD recognized several attorney volunteers at the board's fall
meeting earlier this month. Memphis lawyer Ahsaki Baptist with Wyatt,
Tarrant & Combs and Chattanooga lawyer Blair Bennington Cannon
with Patrick, Beard, Schulman & Jacoway were named Stars of the
Quarter for their work developing the Diversity Leadership Institute, a
six-month leadership and mentoring program for Tennessee law
students. The YLD also recognized Jackson lawyer Nathan Shelby with
Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & Bell and Knoxville lawyer Joe Fanduzz with
Eldridge & Gaines for their work developing a new judicial internship
program for law students. As chair and vice chair, respectively, of the
YLD Membership & Law School Outreach Committee, Shelby and
Fanduzz have been working closely with judges around the state and
the law school career services departments to lay the groundwork for
this program, which will be announced in mid-November.
Congratulations to all!

Mock trial team places 3rd in NY competition
The Chattanooga Southeast Tennessee Home Education Association
(CSTHEA) High School Mock Trial Team won third place in the
international Empire City Invitational tournament held Oct.15-17 in
Brooklyn, New York. The team, which is a regular participant in the
Tennessee High School Mock Trial Competition, was one of 30 teams
from five countries including the United States, Canada, England,
Ireland and South Korea. CSTHEA won all four of its trials, facing
teams from Colorado, Ireland, Wisconsin and New York. Team
members Hannah Atherton and Hannah Thomas also won individual
awards. Thomas was named best overall witness in the competition,
while Atherton took fourth place in the witness category. The team
was coached by Hamilton County Chancellor Jeff Atherton and
Chattanooga attorney Scott Maucere. It argued the fictitious case of
Jackie Owens, an actor and movie director, who was charged with the
murder of his business partner. Read more about the competition 

Law firm sponsors 5K for child abuse prevention
Nashville law firm Kinnard, Clayton & Beveridge is sponsoring this
year's Snowflake 5K Race to benefit Prevent Child Abuse Tennessee
(PCAT). The race is set for Saturday, Dec. 11, at Shelby Bottoms Park
in East Nashville. All proceeds will benefit PCAT, which provides
programs and services to strengthen families and reduce the risk of
child abuse in Tennessee. Event organizers expect more than 500
runners. The organization is seeking sponsorships at every level ($100
to $5,000). Firms and individuals also have the opportunity to sponsor
a child, allowing at-risk youth to participate in the race. For more
information on sponsorship opportunities or to register to run the race
download information here or contact YLD District 9 Representative
Jenney Keaty at jkeaty@kcbattys.com or (615) 297-1007.

Bar exam tutor needed
A candidate for the February 2011 Tennessee Bar Examination is
looking for a tutor to help her prepare for the exam. She is located in
the Nashville area and is willing to pay for the services. If you would
be willing to help this graduate of the State University of New York at
Buffalo Law School, please contact TBA staff member Stacey Shrader
at sshrader@tba.org or (615) 383-7421.

Affiliate bar news
Memphis Bar Association YLD -- The MBA YLD will hold its annual
meeting and elections on Nov. 18 from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Alfred's on
Beale Street. The event will feature live music, food and drink, and a
fun, lively atmosphere. Those interested in running for a Board of
Directors position should contact MBA YLD President Kyle Wiggins at
kwiggins@bakerdonelson.com

Nashville Bar Association YLD -- The NBA YLD held its annual meeting
Oct. 27. President Phil Walker handed over the gavel to incoming
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President Mary Taylor Gallagher, who practices with Gullett, Sanford,
Robinson & Martin. Other officers elected at the meeting were
President-Elect Sara Reynolds and Treasurer Erin Polly with Walker
Tipps & Malone; Secretary Emily Plotkin with Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz; Events Director Robb Bigelow with
Dickinson Wright; Membership Director Elizabeth Tipping with Neal &
Harwell; Professional Development Director Justin McNaughton with
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis; and Public Service Director Brian Neal
with Frost Brown Todd.

Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers Association -- The UCYLA has
several upcoming events to announce. On Saturday, Oct. 30, the
UCYLA is partnering with the TBA YLD to host a Wills for Heroes clinic
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Tennessee Tech University School of
Nursing. To volunteer for that event, please contact Rachel Moses at
rmoses@las.org. On Nov. 16 at 6 p.m., the group will hold its next
monthly meeting. The group will gather at the Olive Garden in
Cookeville. For more information about the UCYLA, contact President
Phil Hatch at pahatch@tndagc.org. Earlier this week, the UCYLA
hosted a swearing-in ceremony and reception for new bar admittees
who plan to practice in the Upper Cumberland area.

Upcoming CLE
• Encountering & Avoiding Ethical Traps -- This three-hour seminar,
presented in Knoxville, Memphis and Nashville on Feb. 4, 2011, will
provide a unique and entertaining look at a range of ethical issues
that attorneys face. Attendees will watch a series of video
presentations containing ethical situations and engage in interactive
discussion to gain insights on recognizing and avoiding common ethical
traps. All times are local. Registration begins at 12:30 p.m. The
program runs from 1 to 4:15 p.m. and provides three dual hours of
CLE credit. Register here:

Knoxville Course
Location -- UT Conference Center
Producer -- Chris McCarty, Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop PC

Memphis Course
Location -- University of Memphis Law School
Producer -- Stacie Winkler, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell &
Berkowitz PC

Nashville Course
Location -- Tennessee Bar Center
Producer -- Colleen Sweeney, Waller, Lansden, Dortch & Davis LLP

• Bankruptcy Primer Webcast Series -- For four consecutive weeks in
March, the YLD will present a one-hour webcast looking at key issues
at stake when dealing with bankruptcy cases. Topics include judicial
estoppels issues, Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 issues, and dealing with
settlement negotiations in a bankruptcy.

March 2 -- Judicial Estoppels Issues with Griffin S. Dunham of MGLAW
March 9 -- Standing Issues for Chapter 7 with Curtis R. Harrington II of
Lassiter, Tidwell, Davis, Keller & Hogan
March 16 -- Standing Issues for Chapter 13 (speaker confirmation
pending)
March 23 -- Settlement Negotiations When Bankruptcy is Involved with
Sean Kirk of Miller & Martin

• Trial Practice -- The YLD will present its annual trial practice CLE in
Knoxville and Nashville this spring. Stay tuned for details.
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